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UC Berkeley selects Satellite Affordable Housing Associates (SAHA) to develop
and operate new supportive and affordable housing at People’s Park

Berkeley, CA — UC Berkeley has selected Satellite Affordable Housing Associates (SAHA) to
develop and operate the supportive and affordable housing component of the People’s Park
housing project. This milestone advances the university’s commitment to provide permanent
homes for formerly unhoused and low-income individuals, in collaboration with the City of
Berkeley and the State of California.

SAHA, a trusted Bay Area nonprofit with 60 years of experience, will construct and operate the
supportive and affordable housing building. Supportive housing is defined as permanent
housing that also provides onsite services designed to help residents achieve long-term stability
and well-being.

As a next step, SAHA will work to develop and finalize plans for the building with the project’s
original architectural team. While some interior room configurations and layouts will be modified
to best support resident needs and onsite services, the overall size, exterior design, and
building massing will remain essentially unchanged from what was originally planned. The
building is expected to include approximately 100 apartments, as previously envisioned, with the
potential to modestly increase that number as design and funding are finalized.

Project Overview

The People’s Park housing project includes four key elements:
e A high-rise student apartment building providing urgently needed housing for more than
1,100 UC Berkeley undergraduates.
e A separate supportive housing building offering permanent homes for formerly unhoused
and low-income individuals.
Revitalization of more than 60% of the site as open, accessible green space.
Creation of lasting commemorations that honor the site’s history.

Supportive Housing, Funding, and Resident Access

Funding previously allocated for the project through the City of Berkeley ($14.5 million) and the
State of California ($16.6 million) has been extended to SAHA, providing a strong initial financial
foundation, though additional funding will still be required to complete the project. Construction
of the supportive housing building is planned to begin following the opening of the student
apartments and revitalized open space, which is anticipated in fall 2027.
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In the coming months, SAHA—working in close partnership with UC Berkeley—will pursue
additional public and philanthropic funding necessary to construct and operate the new building.
The university, City of Berkeley, Alameda County, State of California, and SAHA are aligned in
their shared goal of including as much permanent supportive housing as possible in the project.
Because supportive housing includes on-site services for the tenants and long-term operational
support, it is more costly to develop and operate than conventional affordable housing. The level
and sources of funding secured will determine the final mix of supportive housing units and
affordable homes for low-income individuals. When construction is complete, future residents
will be referred through Alameda County’s coordinated entry system.

With decades of expertise in long-term management and resident support, SAHA has
developed and operated dozens of affordable housing communities throughout the Bay Area.
Their approach emphasizes stewardship, accessibility, and community engagement—values
that will guide the project through final design, construction, and ongoing operations.

“We’re proud to welcome SAHA as a new partner in the People’s Park housing project,” said UC
Berkeley Chancellor Rich Lyons. “Our provision of this land for this project underscores the
university’s deep commitment to advance the greater good by expanding the supply of urgently
needed housing for our community’s most vulnerable residents. We look forward to continuing
our extraordinary partnership with the City of Berkeley that has been so essential for this
project.”

“Satellite Affordable Housing Associates (SAHA) is honored to have been selected by UC
Berkeley to develop and operate supportive and affordable housing as a key component of the
People’s Park housing project, We are proud to bring six decades of affordable housing
development and operating experience to our local community here in Berkeley,” said Susan
Friedland, CEO of Satellite Affordable Housing Associates.

Berkeley Mayor Adena Ishii said, “This partnership between SAHA and UC Berkeley promises
to advance the City of Berkeley’s goals of creating more Permanent Supportive Housing and
Affordable Housing to meet the needs of our unhoused and low-income community members.
The City of Berkeley is especially proud to contribute over $14 million to this project from the
voter approved Measure O funding. We look forward to continuing our partnership with UC
Berkeley and supporting SAHA as they bring this much-needed housing to completion.”

“I am excited at the selection of Satellite Affordable Housing Associates as the developer of the
supportive housing project at the former People's Park. This project represents an innovative
partnership between UC, the City of Berkeley and State to serve the unhoused in Berkeley and
provide permanent housing to lift people out of homelessness," said State Senator Jesse
Arreguin." As the former Mayor of Berkeley, who helped secure $14.5 million in city funding for
this project, today's announcement fulfills a commitment made by the city and university to
move this critical project forward.”
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“The selection of SAHA keeps this project moving forward at a moment when follow-through
really matters,” said Assemblymember Buffy Wicks. “People’s Park has long been at the center
of Berkeley’s housing conversation, and this next step demonstrates that we can honor the
site’s history while delivering permanent supportive housing and real stability for people who
need it most. Ensuring previously secured state and local funding remains in place is exactly
how the public sector should show up — by removing uncertainty and making sure good
projects get built.”

Ongoing Commitment to Unhoused Community Members

Beyond the People’s Park project itself, UC Berkeley remains committed to addressing the
needs of unhoused people in neighborhoods surrounding the campus. Prior to the closure of
People’s Park, the campus partnered with the City of Berkeley and First Presbyterian Church of
Berkeley to establish Sacred Rest, a community-led daytime drop-in center. Now in its third
year, the facility provides a safe place to rest, use a bathroom, access on-site services, and
connect with staff and volunteers from public and nonprofit agencies that support people
experiencing homelessness.

Since July 2017, the university has also employed a full-time social worker focused exclusively
on unhoused individuals in areas around the campus. Working with local service providers and
public agencies, the campus social worker has helped hundreds of people and their families
secure permanent housing and the resources needed to remain housed.

Student Housing Progress and Open Space

Construction of Judith E. Heumann House remains on schedule, with the student housing
building slated to open for the start of the 2027-28 academic year. The steel structure was
topped out in summer 2025, and work is underway on the exterior fagade and interior systems
and finishes needed to bring more than 1,100 new undergraduate beds online.

In January 2026, UC Berkeley will also begin construction on Bancroft-Fulton Student Housing
at the site of a former administrative building. When both Heumann House and the Bancroft-
Fulton Student Housing projects are open in 2028, along with other recently completed projects,
UC Berkeley will have increased its student housing capacity by more than 50% since launching
its student housing initiative in 2018.

Another important milestone will occur for the incoming freshman class of 2026-27: the
anticipated completion of Heumann House will allow UC Berkeley to expand its housing
guarantee for that class from one year to two years of on-campus housing.

More than 60 percent of the People’s Park site will remain as green, publicly accessible open
space. Planning for this renewed landscape is being led by Walter Hood—renowned landscape
architect, MacArthur “Genius Grant” recipient, and UC Berkeley professor—and his firm, Hood
Design Studio, in consultation with community members and stakeholders. The design, to be
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shared later in 2026, will include permanent commemorations that honor the site’s history, from
land originally inhabited by native peoples thousands of years ago, to turn-of-the-century
residential housing development, and through the protests of the 1960s and the subsequent
creation of a park, to today.

Together, these investments advance UC Berkeley’s long-term commitment to increasing
housing access while preserving and honoring the site as a shared community resource.

Download: High-res project renderings (Google drive)
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